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The USS HOGGATT BAY, twenbyefirst of the CASABLANGCA Class carrier:
. Was commissioned on January 11, 1944 at the Naval Station Astoris,
‘Oregon. The keel had been 14id on August 17, 19%% and she had been
launched on December 4, 1943, Following a brief commissioning cepe-
mony, Captain-J, D, Barner, U, 3, Navy, Commanding Officer of the -
‘naval statlon, transferred command to Captain W, V. Saunders, U, 3,
Navy.

Throughout ‘the month of January the ship was outfitted at the
Naval Station and then proceeded to the Naval Repalr Base, San Diego,
California, via Illahee, Washington for ammunition-and torpedoes;
Bremerton, Washington for engine tests, degaussing, performance
statistics, bowb loading; Alameda, California for aviation supplies
and arrived at San Diego on February 22,

‘ During the early part of March, exercises including anti-aircraft
and surface gunnery, aircraft deck spotting and tactical drills were
conducted under the supervision of the Commander Operational Tralning
Command, Pacific Fleet,

The ship got underway for Pearl Harborp on March 10 transporting
aircralt and personnel, and returned to San Diego, 25 hiared

The latter pert of March was utilized in conducting extensive
alreralt operations and general training, Captain Saunders made the
first take-off and landed aboard the HOGGATT BAY on March 27,

Leaving the United States on May 1 with Composite Sdquadron FQUR-
TEEN- (IBMs and RMs), commanded by Lieutenant Commander F, H, Tammany,
USNR, and later by Lieutenant C. H, Obrist, USN, the HOGGATT BAY in
command of Task Grou£‘30.4 proceeded to an enemy submarine area 1°
South to 2° North, 148° to 1520 East, to conduct air, sound and
surface submarine searches, aungmented by Black Cat planes at night

from nearby Ewlrau Island. I K1 537%£7 ) ﬂ4&3#ﬁ4¢-772 .

The escort carrier had already proven itself in the Atlantic.
In this case, in the Pacific, 1t proved to be perfectly suited to £&é7b%?
anti~submarine warfare, Flying thirty to forty flights a day, oftenfﬁ
two torpedo planes flying from 0200 until dawn, the aircraft were (
able to keep the submarines submerged e large part of the time and /ﬁ%m
the destroyers and destroyer escorts gaeve them no rest underwater,

Already versed In anti-submarine warfars, VC FOURTEEN conducted
extensive indocfrination aboard the HOGGATT BAY en route to the
operating area and were in condition for the strenuous assignment,
Torpedo plane pilots flew at least one four-hour flight every day
and occasionally flew two,

Initial submarine contacts were made on May 30 and May 31 by the
destroyer escorts screening the formation, Attacks were made scoring
hits which caused violent underwater explosions, heavy oil slicks and

much Japanese debris.  pp_, 45 ; é;&%ékzg
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. On June 10 the USS TAYLOR (DD 468), upon investigating the revort
of an oil slick and feather wake 15 miles on the starboard quarter of
the formation establlished contact with another enemy submarine and
laid several depth charge patbteras, The submarine rose to the surface
and was hit an estimated 10 times by 5" and 40 millimeter gunfire
from the TAYLOR, The submarine sank stern first with the usual under-
water explosions., Re~yt : S y

Completing the assignment in the doldrums ta—labe, June, Task Grow
l2.2 was formed with command in Ethe HOGGATT BAY, and proceeded to

wEnivetok Atoll, Marshall Islands, During the period of July 5 to
1

August 9 the Task Group conducted anti-submarine warfare, using aizr,
surface and sound searches in support of Saipan, Tinian and Gumam in
the area 12 degrees 30 minutes to 14 degrees 30 minutes North, 150 to
183 degrees East, .

In support of the Marianas Invasion, two Japanese submarines @%157
were destroyed by escorts of Task Group 12,2, The flrst was picked

up by the HOGGATT BAY which directed the destroyer escort to the cén-
tact, and the second was sighted visually by a HOGGATT BAY lookout.

Upon completion of the Marianas campaign the HOGGATT BAY and es-
corts formed Task Group 30.7 with comwand in the HOGGATT BAY, and pro-
ceeded to Seeadler Harbor, Manus, Admiralty Islands via Eniwetok and
Kvajalein Atolls, Marshall Islands, A an P Nario :iyﬁgﬁ%

On September 1, Task Group 30,7 rendezvoused with Task Force 38
to furnish alr, radar and sound submarine searches 50 miles in advance
of the assault and Invasion forces en route to the Palau Islands,

Early in Cctober, while still in support of the Peleliu and Angaur
invasion forces, the Task Group was dispatched to a position 7 degrees.
44 minutes North 133 degrees 36 minutes East to investlgate a possible
submarline contact made earlier by a patrol plans,

After belng dlrected to 1t by the HOGGATT BAY the destroyer es-
cort made contact and scored several direct hits, 10 za,7-7[ﬁ)

Still conducting antl-submarine warfare in support of the newly-'-
won Palau Islands and in support of striking groups on the Philippines,
the HOGGATT BAY and screen was ordered to rendeszvous and report for
duty with Commander Task Group 30,3 in order to provide anti-submarine
protectlon and alr coverage for two cruisers the USS HOUSTON AND USS
CANBERRA that had been badly damaged off Formosa.and vwere proceeding
to Ulithi Atoll, Caroline Islands, at three knots, Menaced by sub-
marines, at least one attack wag thwarted, a feat ‘which brought pralse
from Admiral Halsey. ' Vo ot

Ships that screened the HOGGATT BAY during these times in the
several operating areas were the destroyers US3 McCORD (DD 534%,
HAZLEWOOD (DD 531), HERRMANN(DD 532), HOEL (DD 768%, NICHOILAS (DD L4ko}
O'BANNON (DD 450), TAYLOR (DD 468), HOPEWELL (DD 681), RADFORD (DD 446{
JENKINS (DD 447), IAVALETTE (DD 448), FIETCHER' (DD 445), and destroyer
pacorts USS ENGLAND (DE 635), SPANGLER (DE 696), RABY (DE 698), GEORGE
§DE 6973; osMUS (DE 701), WYMAN (DE 38), REYNOLDS (DE 1;2}', LAKE ...

) )
IE 301), DONOLDSON (DE 44), MILES (DE 183), STEEL (DE 8), BEBAS
DE 10), and BEID (DE 256),
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; Because of the u .ency of the operations and the resulting heavy
Tlying schedule the HOGGATT BAY and éscorts remeined in port only long
enough to fuel and replenish, During these rush visits to port ex-
tensive engineering maintenance had to be done that weeks of steady
operating had caused, Yet the planes were kept at top efficlency.
Aan Wbl 2 PO '

On Qctober 29 the ship was ordered to return to the United States,
but due to circumstances concurrent with the initlal landings in the
Philippines, the orders were caencelled and the month of November was D o
spent with Carrier Division 29 furnishing air cover for ships in the’? 47
vicinlty of the Philippine Islands which were supporting the Leyte
‘and Samar beachheads, AN INAnied ) D pleov T, e aises

"In late December with Composite Squadron EIGHTY EIGHT (TBMs and
Fils ), commended by Lieutenant Commander E, N, Webb, USN, aboard, the
HOGGATT BAY and Carrier Divisions 28 and 29 vere engaged 1In rehearsal-go
amphiblous operations in Huon Gulf, New Guines, Upon return to Manus, pec
Captaln Saunders was relieved by Captain J, A, Briggs, U, 5, Navy,

On December 27 the HOGGATT BAY, now in Task Group 77.4 set course
for the Lingayen Gulf landings on Luzon, Philippine Islands. The force
of battleships,  cruisers, destroyers, and escort carriers, was divided
into two groups, the HOGGATT BAY with Carrier Division 29 in the for-
ward group, Beginning on Januery 3, 1945 when the formation was in
range of aircraft from the Philippines until the end of the operation
and departure from Philippine waters about three weeks later, the ship
went to General Quarters one hour before sunrise and remained at gen-
eral quarters until at least one hour after sunset,

"The formation proceeded to the Manila area via Suriagao Straits,
Sulu, Mindoro, and South China Seas. Possibility of attack by surface
ships angd the contlinucus enemy alr attacks en route demanded a heavy
combat alr patrol and anti-submarine patrol schedule, Sixteen HOGGATT
BAY fighters met the enemy attackers on January 4th, thirty-two on
January 5th and twenty on January 6th, Twelve torpedo planes were
usec in anti-submarine patrols on Japuary U4th,

; At 1901 on January 3, as the last fighter plane landed for the
night, unidentifled aircraft-were picked up which attacked the fon-
mation of shipss A low wing, single engine plane attempting a suicide
dive, crashed into the sea 100 yards astern of HMAS SHROPSHIRE, about
1000 yards from the HOGGATT BAY, .

The followlng dey at 1712 the formation was glven air attack
wvarnling and several mlnutes later two enemy planes made unsuccessful
sulclde dlves out of low cloud cover, crashing astern of the USS
CALIFORNIA and the U3S LUNGA POINT respectively. At the same time five
vwas opened on a formation of Japanese planes high on the starboanrd
quarter; they turned, apparently diséouraged at the heavy volume of
AA fire, and attacked the rear group, Bombs were dropped on both
formatlons, The OMMANEY BAY (OVE 79) was set afire by a sulcide plane
and later exploded and sank,

During the entire next day enemy planes were reported approaching
from North, South, end East, The van and rear groups vwere under ’
attack by sulclde planes and bombsrs several times throughout the day,.
Many of the attacking planes were shot down, but the gcombination of
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ships ! AA" fire and Comuat A1r Patrol plapes could not prevent several
of- the ships from being hit and sustaining damage, In the van force
a suicide plane crashed into the USS LOUISVILLETs #2 turret, In the
rear formatlon the US3 MANIIA BAY (CVE 61) and a destroyer were hit,

Igte in the afterncon of the same day the mine sweeplng force,
located ahead of the striking and carrler force, reported being
attacked by two new Japanese destroyers and requested air support.
Planes from the HOGGATT BAY and sther csrriers were quickly loaded and
dispatched to attack the two destroyers, The planes found the USS
BENNION (DD 662) -holding off the-attackers from the fragile mine-
sweepers and proceeded to attack, in the face of heavy 4A fire, with
500 pound bombs, torpedoes, and 50 caliber ammunition, Many near hits
were made and fires were started on one destroyer, Both ships vere
left dead in the water as a result of one torpedo hit, the near hits
wlth 500 pounders, strafing, and demage by shell fire from our de-
stroyer, '

Fighter pilot Ensign W, G, Mance USNR of the HOGGATT BAY!s combat
alr patrol splashed one Zeke during the day.

Upon arrival at Lingayen Gulf on January 6, the battleships,
crulsers, and most of the destroyers entered the Gulf for beach bom-
bardment, The carriers screened By only a few destroyers, flew much
needed cover from.outside of Gulf,

While the battleships blasted the beaches, carrier planes Bombed,
rockebed, and-strafed supply buildings, ground installations, fuel
storage tanks, barges, ammunition dumps, railroad yards, communication
lines and shipping, and scored a direct hit on an enemy submarine in
the gulf; destroyed five alrcraft in the air and on the ground,

Lieutenant (jg) C. L, Newburn, USNR, was shot down during the
heat of battle, by friendly forces in the gulf after he had shot down
an enemy Nick making & sulcide dive on one of our cruisers, He was
rescued by a friendly destroyer.

On the morning of Januwary 13 the USS SALAMAUA (CVE 96) was hit on
her fllght deck by a sulcide plane whose bomb detached itself upon
lmpact, went through the ship, plerced the skin below the water line
and failed to detonate., The HOGGATT BAY's 5" gun opened fire on a-
nother enemy plane belleved to be an Oscar making a long diving run
from astern, From the angle of approach it was believed that this
ship was the barget, for 1t resembled the tactics the Jeps had successe
fully used against the USS MANILA BAY earlier., All four shots fired
at the planes appeared to burst on the target and after the fourth
shot the attacking plane rolled over and dove into the sea,

Cover flights for the ground forces that hed arrived in Lingayen
Gulf on January 9 contlinued regardless of the consbtantly disturbed
SoutB China Sea that bounced the carrier around unmercifully putting
the flight deck at odd angles. It was indeed a test and challenge to
the ablility of every pilot and landing signal officer.,

On the afternoon of January 15, a 100 pound bomb from a battle-
damaged HOGGATT BAY torpedo bomber accidentally exploded as the plane
landed abcard. The pilot, Squadron Commander, Lieutenant Commander
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Webb, two aircrewmen, and eleven ship'!s company crew members died as

a result of the blast, Five broke out on the flight deck and cat-
walks bubt the flameés were gqulckly extingulshed by alert damage control
and- repair parties, The flight deck was back in operation that-after-
noon. Another torpedo bomber pilloted by Ensign Cerol E, Minick, USNR,
was lost in actlon bomblng enemy installations,

On January 17, orders were received to rebturn to Ulithi-via ¢D
Surigao Stralts with further orders to San Diego, California, for 2 ° ¢
overhaul, repair and alterations to a flagship, From the Llme of 5 ¢
commissioning until return to San Diego the ship crossed the equator
about 64 times, not counting zlgzeg which is belleved to be a record
for U, S. Navy ships.

During the Lingayen campaign all carriers experlenced an increase
in carrier crashes due to the condition of the sea, However, the op-
evation was of only one month's duraticn and alrcraft engineerilng

maintenance squads were able to fulfill the schedule,

‘On April 6, 1945, the HOGGATT BAY, with Rear-Admiral H, M, Martin,
U. 8, Navy, Commander Carrier Division 23, aboard, got undervay from
San Diego and procesded to Pearl Harbor and Saipan vhere Composite
Sguadron NINETY NINE comwanded by Lieutenant Commander R, R. Startzell,
USN, came aboard. Thence the ship proceeded to Okinawa, to join the
Fifth Fleet in support of the invasion, Ao ﬂl%) baizz;

Anti-aircraft gunnery on sleeves towed by ship's planes was con-
ducted almost daily en route to and from operating areas and while
walting to fuel; on entering and leaving port anti-aircraft gunnery
was conducted with service squadron planes bLowlng,

From May 8 to June 2%, 1945, the HOGATT BAY furnished dally,
except for several days set aside for fueling and replenishment when
only local patrols were launched, air cover for ships In the direct
vicinity of Okinewa, She flew in direct support of troops, flew ob-
servation and photographic hops; made supply drops on advanced in-
fantry patrols whose only available supply route was by plane due Lo
the seas of mud that prevailed, She conducted strike and fighter
sweeps on installations and airfields on Okinawa and surrounding
1slands as well as in the Sakishima Gunto area one hundred and twenty-
five miles southwest,

Considerable damage was inflicted to enemy installations and
equipment, Enemy airfield runways were bombed and esqulpment worked
over with rockets and machine gun fire, Troops were constantly ...
strafed and subjected to rocket fire,

When Carrier Division 22, whose normal operating area was- the
Sakishima group, reguired relief for fueling and replenishment, the
carpler group of which the HOGGATT BAY was a part steamed inbo the
apea to continue the relentless bombing of operational airflelds
primarily on the islands of Ishigaki and Miyako.

Wnile in this area on 7 June 1945 two enemy aircraft were able to
approach the formation and crashed Into the flight deck of the USS
NATOMA BAY (CVE 62) causing slight damage. The other was 'shot down
attempting a sulcide dive on the USS SARGENT BAY (CVE 83). Hits by



- -6 - (USs HQ~~aTT BAY)

the guns of the HOGGATT BAY!s port battery were observed as the plane
crashed into the water about one hundred yards ahead of the SARGENT
BAY, . ‘

During the 47 days of continuous operation the shlp entered a
sheltered anchorage only twilce for food, stores and bombs; then only
during daylight hours each time. The sheltered anchorage, Kerame ‘
Retto, was in view of the constant dawn and dusk Jap suilclde attaclks,
To fuel, the ship was forced to retire slightly south of Okinawa and
fuel at sea with the possibility of enemy alr attack. The screening
vessels were fueled from the carriers between flight operations, the
HOGGATT BAY fueling up to three In one morning of such exerclse.

During the perlod of forty-seven days, Composite Squadron NINETY
NINE flew 1327 sorties of all types of which 676 were combat missilons.
About Tifty tons of bombs were dropped on enemy airfields and in-
stallations and an additional ninety tons of bombs were released on
enemy ground Installations other than those on alrfields,

One thousand thirty-seven {1037) five-inch velocity aircraft
rockets were expended plus hundreds of thousands of rounds of 50
caliber ammunition,

The results of these expenditures Included two enemy alrcraft
destroyed in the air, btwo aircraft on the ground, sleven mortar anc
heavy gun positions, seventeen anti-aircraft batteriles, twenty-three
buildings, thirty-nine caves housing enemy troops and two trucks.
Other- items destroyed were small boats, oil and fuel dumps, supply
dumps, troop shelters and one bridge.

In one day of operations, four "baby carriers,” the fifth flying
only local patrols, flew more than 300 combat sorties dropping 32 tons
of bombs, fired 1400 rockets and expended thousands of rounds of 50
caliber ammunition,

in addition to the destruction wrought by Composite Squadron’
NINDTY NINE!s torpedo planes on enemy installations, Lieutenant M, D,
Burchfield, USNR, and Lieutenant {(jg) R. B. Rouillard, USNR, each
accounted for a Jap plane, Lieutenant Burchfield and his division
ran head-on into an Oscar near Kuma Shima having been directed to it
by an anti-submarine patrol plane being gseriously heckled. Lisutenant
{5g) Boulllard braved heavy frlendly AA fire to knock off a Jap plane
making & sulclde dive on a picket ship.

One FM 2 on June 22 while returning from Miyoko Shima was forced
to make a water landing néar the formation as a result of damage sus-
tained from enemy AR fire,

In all operations, but especially at Lingayen Gulf and at Okinawa
undervay fueling of destroyers and fueling and gassing from a tanker
wape the order of the day and 1t was developed to & high degree of
efficlency.  Bxperiments were also made in réarming underway and
necessary gear for the operation constructed.

It was the policy of this ship that no planes would be loaded
with bombs on the hangar deck. &1l planes were loaded topside and the
loading schedule arranged to be complete.d only a few minubtes before
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launching time bo prevent serious explosions and fires on board in
casc Of Kamikaze attack., Bombs taken from the magazine for the next
flight would bBe kept in the skids on the Tlight deck untll the pregious
flight landed. This process entailed extra handling of bombs and ,
rockets but its safety factor proved its worth, In case of Kamlkaze
abtack the bombs could have easily been Jettisoned from the flight
declk,

In the exhausting Oklnawa campaign there were only thirteen in-
stances in which there were no planes avalleble to take the place of
& plane scheduled for a flight and subsequently downed, There were
485 FMs and 284 TBMs, a total of 799 planes, down on the hangar deck
for new parts, adjustments or checks of new parts, 4 small engineey-
ing unlt was maintalned topside to make winor repairs or adjustments

that might prevent the plane from taking off on schedule,
' ' Aara ,272“/&&
The Okinawa campaign wag followed by a rest at Leyte., Durihg

this perlod the HOGGATT BAY put to sea several days for refresher .
carriler landings, intercept training, strafing and rocket firing
practice, and anti-aircraft gunnery.

g .
On- July 26, Srders were medeived to proceed to Adak, Aleutian

Islands, via Ullthi and Eniwetok to join the 4th Fleet, The operation

for which the HOGGATT BAY was scheduled was cancelled due o the o a-ed

recelpt of the Japanese surrender. The announcement of the Japanesée’ a“j

surrender found the HOGGATT BAY in the center of the broadest expanss

of water 1n the world, in the center of the vast Pacific Ocean, half-

way between Wake Island and Adak, Alaska, This undoubtedly gave the

ship the distinctlon of belng one of the farthest ships from “no-

where” in the Navy at the time of the world-resounding news., The

acce.pban ce of surrender and occupation of Northern Honshu and

Hakkaldo by Commender North Pacific Fleet was quickly substituted for

the prospective invaslon., The HOGGATT BAY, as carriep flagshlp, flew {

air cover for the naval force that entered Nutsu Wan and for the am”?

ceremony that was held In the Harbor of the Ominato Naval Base,

Planes from this vessel located several prisoner-of-war camps,
while In the area; and particilpated in supply drops consisting of-
food, newspapers, magazines and medical supplies to the prisoners,
They also had the pleasure of evacuating Lieutenant Colonel Devereux,
Marine Defense Commander of Wake Island at the time of 4its capture
by the Japanese., On September 14, Captain F. N, Kivette, U, 8, Navy
relieved Captain Briggs of command, _

Upon departure of Commander North Pacific Fleet from Japanese
wvaters, the HOGCGATT BAY was reassigned to the Pifth Fleet in order to
cover the EBIGHTH army landing at Aomoril, on Northern Honshu, Upon
completion of the occupatlon the ship proceeded to Tokyo Bay immed-
iately prior to 1ts transfer to transport duty, A, 27

Wap 30 Lot & oo

By Directive’ dated January 1947 the USS HOGGATT BAY (CVE 75) was -
placed out of commlssion, in reserve, attached to the U, S. Atlantic
Reserve Fleet,

Restencilled October 1050
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USS HOGGATT BAY (CVE 75) earned five Battle Stars on the Asiatic-
Paclflc Area Bervice Medal, for participating in the following opera-
tions:

1 Star/Escort, Anti-submarine and Special Operations
Task Group 30.4 -- 22 May to 15 June 1944
Task Group 12.2 -- 5 July to 9 Auguat 1944

1 Star/Western Caroline Islands Operation
Capture and Occupation of Southern Palau Islands -- 6 Septem-
~~ber to"14% Beotober 194y
Agsaults on the Phllippine Islands -- 9-24 September 1944

1 Star/Leyte Cperation
Leyte Landings -- 10 October to 29 November 1G44
Luzon Attacks -- 15, 17 to 19 October; 5 to 6, 13 to 1%, 19
to 25 November; and 14 to 16 December 1944

1 8tar/Luzon Operation
Lingayen Gulf Landings -- 4 to 18 January 1945

1 Star/Okinawa Guntc Operation
Assault and Occupation of Qkinawa Gunto -- 24 March to 30
June 1945

CVE 75 eafned the Navy Unit Commendation for the following opera-~
tlions in the Pacific Area: ;

VC-14, ASW, 22 May to 15 June 1944 -- Task Group 30.4 Pacific

VC-1U4, ASW, 1 September to 9 October 1944 -- Task Group 30.7, Western
Caroline Operations

VC-14, ASW, 13 October to 27 October 1944 -- Task Group 30.7, with
Task Group 30.3 Pacifice

VC-14, 13 to 27 November 1944 -- Leyte Operations

VC-88, 4 to 18 January 1945 -- Luzon Operation

VC-99, 8 May to 24 June 1945 -- Okinawa Gunto Operation

She also earned the Navy Occupation Service Medel, Pacific, for
the perilods of 7 to 30 September 1045; and 29 December 1945 to 10
January 1946.

* X X ¥ %

STATISTICS
OVERALL LENGTH 512 feet
BEAM 108 feet
SPEED 19 knots
DISPLACEMENT 7,800 tons

* R X X ¥

Restencilled QOctober 1950
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 UEMORANDUM FOR®

_*Commander Alr Force, Pa01flc Fleet

Subject:

 BRIEF'of ‘Report, of Actions U,S.S, HOGGATT BAY < Cog s
';(Gapt. J.A. Brlggs) Durlng Linga~en Gulf —_— L

COMMENTS AND REOGMMENDATIGRS

i,

Jammlng. Ev1dences of Jammlng 0ccurredon nearly every clrcult. 4170

kcs was jammed so effectxvely at times that communlcatlons wepreimpossible, It~

y appeared as though at least a-dozen Jap stations were holdlng down their keys,
giving evidence of bagpipe stytlon.i
- ¢all "Teaball' was heard call g
" he fovled no one and was inefie
. were heard on' 500 kos,
*~_ #33 We were able to copy them, -Two S

On 2020 kes a 'station Using the unlisted
es w1th a strength of about 5§ but-
nee of apparent Jap transmissions

1ntercept10ns were made,on this circuit

- gnd’ reported to OTC, On- January 8 be nning at 0625 GCT, NTF was completely

T at 1nteTVals on 8830 kcs by a series of long ‘dashes,. The inter-
gnal was. exactly the same: frequency to the last cycle as NTF, This

was the only tige NTE appeared to intentionally jammed. Most of any mlssed
trafflc occurred during the two hour pérﬁod.before dawn each morning on 4415

kcs; At thls time there wa

géneral‘perlbd

s strong interference and 13,245 kes could not be .
'he only meining: frequency at thls time- was

n;on 2020 kcs on Jahuary 8 from 2000 to 0000 GCT jamming

was“attempted by using 4 record which repeated over and over "on the ballh,

(1)

(2) ’A

In na'caSe where enemy Jammlng was not1¢ed Was use made of secondary frequen01es
provlded ; ‘ '

5

Apparent Japanese transm1351on referred to above:

WAME MAVE YAUE DE TAQ TAY MAME MAVE DE TAQ TAQ
GW56 F MAME AL _RQYAAW FD., _ _ B'M AR A1420 1 U AS

"IN Y ITAAS M

500 KCS 1/14/’&5

 CHARACTERS UNDERLINED SENT AS ONE CHARACTER

DOTS AND DASHES REPRESENT CHARACTERS AS SENT BUT NOT UNDERSTOOD.
S_ _ . s__ _ _« NAPUR UAAA N NARAR FVAAA V B1153 NAKAR V IAR
FRPT _ RVAAANARARVFAAAVBllSBNAKARVlARFGlF

G VA

CHARACTERS UNDERLINED SENT AS ONE CHARACTER. DOTS AND DASHES REPRE~

SENT CHARACTERS .A_S SENT HUT NOT UNDERSTOOD.

-1~

Copies of three such ‘transmissions follow as completely

r"compromise frequency is needed for thlsf: 



' BRIEF of 'ep“tt;_ of Actl@ns U 3.5, HOGG T‘I‘ er
(Capt, Jhs Briggs) During Lingayen Gu.
Operatlons 123 January 19h5, R/S 1839.

 (3) IAR FRPT TRPT NAFUF V NARAR BV llAAASB NAK VIAR V NAFUF v MANAR
77 FUVBIL 53 BAKAR VI AR
500 KCS 1/1L/L5,

. 2. . Jap Suigide and Boimbing Tactlés. At 1east three different types of
.-approaches used by sulclde planes were observed durlng the entlre operatlan.'

.The ’1rst encountered was a hlgh speed run fram 3@ to AO mlles f

o .rapprea ing at 2&@ ta 300 knots at 15 0 20 thousand feet
e ‘hesitation such as’ ponder;ng over whlch target 1coks the bes
icked at long range' nid d -at appron Ak 2
r@m.the target. -The alrcraft escarting the sulelder ofb'ﬂyandeeave :
to numerous groups at ranges of-8 to 10 mi, s~and watch the proced-

- The secbnd type ef rald obserVed was bogles of four-or flve planes '
o ‘mach appea- ' 'fram two or more fi ectlons, generally in the same guadrant.
i ;These begles =ppear at BG o 40 miiles in a steep elimb making for the high

; : o} the rmation to appraxmnately ten mlles each rald

: y'the escortlng flghters, weaVe, :
-ptlon dlfflcult. ,After s;x to elght .

i e _ hey leave. It 15 belleved tha$ the” SUlGlde
- 1 irectly over. the formatldn flying blingd in the high cloud cover.
o ' the cenfuslen bflow_t'” ¢nlms down and the radar screens are well
4_“*1§,1clear of all bogies, the suicide boys go to work more or less taking the
© " formation by surprise. A carefiil -search of all high cloud cover is highly recoms-
mended during all raids. . The high alaltude CAP may not be able to dive after
thé planes, but they might’ flush the group or planes from its cover and pass .
A "valuable 1nfonnatlon t0 the formation below.(See note on page five)

. 5, The thlrd type of approach lS low 1evel high speed, Thls raid .

wsually will appear on the radar scéreen bebween 22 and 15 miles, if at all.
If ASP's are belng flown, SHAP patrols, etec., the length of time it takes %o

analyze the pip as to its friendly nabure, weak IFF or friendly with no IFF,

- is costly. Visual sighting by the scréen is wsually your first warning, Too
late for CAP activity. These suiciders also seem to be escorted, two planes -
‘with eac¢h., They remain cutside of gun range at low altifude, observe results,
and retire on the water, not visible to air search radar. The 3G can best
pick up these raids, but they also see many friendly planes durlng 8 day's
‘work and some little time is consumed checking SG reports on the SK. The low

- 1evel suicide attackers are seen to pull up into a steep climb near their target,

- roll oh their backs split - § fashion, and dive, You aré lucky to get two or

three good plots from your radars on an atbtack like this,

_ I




g‘thls tlme were 1mp9331ble. _Tb vectorz.":

¥ Fany more 1nter~‘-
’fiwe had bad faster planes. Not being

f;‘yéb'e:to cantrdlryqur intérceptlons, the fighters often times made tallyhoes but
aﬂcou]d not close. the bogey, who 1nvar1ably tucked 1nto a Qloud and dlsappeared

S - The Jap alrmen made’ excellent use of land and. cloud cover. Thay
_ dlsplayed a complete understanding of the capabilities and limitations of our
- radars and seemed to make full use of them on every occasion,

_ 12, Jap Use of "Windcw" -‘"Nindew" was used numerous times throughOut _
" this formationts passage through the inland waters of the Philippines,. Only
once Was a relatively large quantity of it used. and then it only covered an
. arca of approximately a dlmc on the PPI. At this time, &s on most gceurrences,
it was used upon retirement, It lasted for 40 minutes 1ndlcat1ng drop from
' about 10 to 12 thousand feet. At other times it was used by single' planes
" approaching the formatidén in order to incregse the indication om the screen

s between 10 and 15 miles, This had some bearing on the confused mass of indi-

. cations in that area during periods of attack., The raday Operators had no
':dlfficulty recognlzlng the u@e of 1ﬂndOW'“nd could readlly dlstlngulsh 1t rrom e




real targets desplte the fact thgt none of the operators had had the beneflt
of schooling inh the recognltlon of "window¥,, Its extremely bouncy characteris-
tic and lack of mobien gave it away lmmedlately. Tracking of real targets

‘was aceomplished ab the height of its use.. As has been saild, most often was
it used on retirement and then only in widely sepirated arcas in quantities
enly to«produce the ind atlon of one small plane.. _

- AIR QPERATIONS.

13, Aiw Schedule. It is recammended that a minimom of L5 mlnutes be
allowed between ‘Successive landing and launches. Difficulty was encountered
in meeting the schedule when returning flights were delayed excessively, In -
this ‘gonnegtion, it is rocommended that 1CAPs be Iaunhched. sufficiently early

~ fa'to relleve the returnlng group in tlme o land on. schedule.;

" 1lhe  Enemy Tactics. With the except;on of one hlgh altltude bombing
i~attaek and two apparent. lcw 1ével torpeds ring made by Japanese planes in
“which no torpedoes were seen to drop all attacks observed by gunnery personnel
~on boafd this ship were suicide attacks, both- from -high altitudes esnd low’

©lévels. It was the concerted opinion of batbery officers; lookouts and control

! officers that the Japanese pilots were exceedingly skillful and crafty and
that their tactics in workihg sulcide runs presented a minimum of time in.

- which eremy planes conld be taken under fire. On three occasions enemy planes
- were observed to make attacks low on the water in such a position as to direct.
the fire of one or more ships towards otligr ships in the formation. In

'-.addltlon on several 0cca51on§ le@rSlon tactlcs were chserved as fOIIOWS"

L Su101d0 planeS'were escorted by one or more planes of the
. same type whose objeéctive was to draw the atbention and fire of the ships away

from fhe: "suielder", who dove out of the- sun, cloud cover, or Opp081te side
iof the Shlp attacked or the formation. .

_ 15. “-ﬁ planes durlng Enegy Alr Attacks., During every attack made

- on ships of thlS formation the presence of friendly aircraft around and over

. the formation was noted contrary to.the instructions contained in the oOperations
" order which provided that upon the sounding of "flash red", friendly planes

were to vacate the area #nd not approach within a minimum slant range of 10,000
yards from the formation. .- The presence of friendly planes, invariably dlstract—
ed control personnel and the gun crews -from making more accurabe observation

of approachlng enemy planes and creatéd a situation that eould have been
disastrous, However, if attacks occur during launchings, obviously, friendly
pldnes will be in the viecinity.

.HEALTQ

16, During the whole¢ action the ship remained azt general quarters and .
modlfled GOndltlon "hblel, readlness condition "Cne, easy" for 161 days.

“l-
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ATR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET

Serial: 002063 DECLASS!FIED | 22 August 1945,

From: Commander Air Force, Paciflc Fleet.
Tot © Distribution List,
Subjects ~ BRIEF of Action Report, U.S.S5. HOGGAT BAY (Capt. J. /. Briggs)

for Period 8 Nay - 24 June 1945, R/S 020344,

VISUAL COORDINATCR.

1, Any tadar definitely displays a limitation in its inability to keep an
accurate picture of the activities of aircraft close to the formation. Loockout
reports should be able to keep CIC informed of what it cannot see from below decks;
however, they do not do this and liaison between the two functions has been poor. .
At General Quarters and times of heavy alr activity it has been advantageous to
station an officer on the visual fighter director's platform adjacent to Gunnery
Control and the signal bridge, to feed information into CIC as he sees it from his -
vantage point. Similarly, information has been transmitted to him from CIC in ordel
to better visualize what he is apt to see, This officer has also been able to aid”
the Gunnery Cortrol persomnel by keeping a brief plot of all air contects and illus-

"trate their activities graphically on a miniature plotiing board. In lieu of &

separate sound-power chamnol, the JX phone on the signal bridge bas been used, whigl
is a relatively clear channel during those conditions. It is recommended that such
& station be manned until all lookouts and their reports can be coordinated in such
a mamner that CIC receives the full benefit of the information,

2 Communications Persomnels By borrowing an additional five men from
other divisions it was possible to create a watch in three to handle the load

. ereated by flagship operations, This greatly increased the efficiency of the radio

gang who had previously been forced to stand on & watch and watch basis, It is
roconmended that tho allowance of radiomen for flagships of this type be increased.
Thorough treining again paid big dividends by enabling all strikers to effectively
stand watch on any circult, :

Comment: The allowance of radiomen for flagships has been increased
by foln". . :

_ ATR OPERATIONS.

3. Air Support: It appearcd that air support control at times made un-
reasonable requests without regard to the preblems of CVE operations or the facili-

ties CVEs have for sending quick direct support missions to the beach. However,

every effort was made and the CVEs succeeded in complying with nearly every request.
from CASCU, '
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COMMENTS OF COMMANDER VG-99.

, b Embarkstion of Sguadron: The squadron gshould be embarked a sufficient
period bofore entering the combat area %o permit the pilote % become acclimated
to an entirely new way of living and working, and to permit the ship and squadron
to have suffiecient time to work out the problems of liaison betwren Alr Plot, Fly
Control, and Flight Deck and Catapult control and the squadron. In this way, the
ship's policles and the squadron policies might have a chance to blend into a smoot}
working unified policy, and the ship's and squadron's officers and men might have a
better chance to become acquainted, professionally as well as personally. :

5 Take-off and Landing Procedures:s It is felt that VO squadrons should
be more thoroughly trained in the take-off and landing patterms. The normal four-
plane break-off is not practical In most cases where there are o number of carriers
in formation landing planes at the same time, This squadron had to alter its :
methods radically from those used in training procedure, especially since in this =
case planes were for the most part recovered in the center of a six-ship formation,
Squadrons should be forcefully impressed of the necessity of close-in patterns and:
tight orbits of the ship, both in the case of the division awaiting its turn to
enter the landing circle and the second section of the division actually landing;
this second being in its one-circle .orbit before entoring the final approach
pattern, The new approach dectrine prescribed by ComAirPac has met with the high
approval of all pilots. It gdspenses with the radical turn from the downwind leg,
and the abrupt turn at the ramp before the cut, It encourages smoothness of
approach and allows for easier corrections of errors in judgment.

6. IFFs. The IFF geve a minimum emount of trouble, but unless squadrons
and ships thoroughly indoctrinate personnel in its upkeep and in the need for
constant checks, trouble will occur, Aircrewmen should be given a thorough check-
out in airborne trouble-shooting. '

T Survival: With regard to survival, it might be mentioned that the
Dilbert notes and Lechnical orders are not talking through their hats when they
comment on the necessity for all pilots to extricate themselves conpletely from
their parachute barness when preparing for take-offs and landings, and for the
necessity for tight safety belts and shoulder straps. Experience could be & hard
teacher in showing the need for this precaution, geveral pilots in this squadron
owe their lives to correct procedure in this line,

Comments The necessity for tight safety belts and shoulder siraps is
well supported by experience; however preponderance of opinion by combat
units further indicates that pilots should not try to extricate themselves
from their parachute harnmess. Recommendations concerning attachment of pilots!
parachute harnesses during water landings are covered by AirPac Technical
Bulletin Ne. 54TB-45 and Flight Safety Bulletin 13-45.

4
/////:/ //F Z"""“"‘*-\
M. E. A, Gouin
by direction
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s ToRf oF USS HIGGATT BRY (< VE 15)

wr - ) . _

#B Uy 505 T %Kﬂ%tyufirst of the CASABLANCA Class carriers was
commissioned on January 11, 1944 at the Naval Station Astoria, Oregon. The
keel had been laid on August 17, 1943 and she had been launched on December Y,
1943, Following a brief commissioning ceremony, Captain J. D, Barner, U.S.
Navy, Qommanding Officer of the naval station, transferred command to Captain
‘W. V. Ssunders, U, 5. Navy.

p _
Through”the month of January the ship was outfitted at the Naval Station

and then proceeded to the Navel Repair Base, San Diego, Californig via Illghee,

Veshington for ammunition and torpedd$; Bremerton, Washington for engine tests,

degaussing, performance statistics, bomb loading; Alemeda, Californias for
aviation supplies amd arrived at San Diegoﬂebruaw e,

During the early part of March, exercises including anti-~aircraft and surface
gunnery, sircraft deck spotting and tactical drills were conducted under the
supervision of the Commander Operationsl Training Command, Pacific Fleet.

The ship got underwsy for Pearl Harbor on March 10 transporting aircraft
and personnel, snd reburned to San Diego.

The latter part of March was utilized in cohd.ucting extensive aircraft

operations and geasrsl itraining. Captain Saunders made the first take-off
and landed aboard the HOGGATY BAY on March 27. :

Leaving the Wted -States on May 1 with Composite Squadron PCURTET (TBMs
end FMs), commended by Lieutenant Commender F. H. Tammeny, USNR,and later by
Lieut, C, H., Obrist, USN, the HOGGATT BAY in command of Task Group 30.4 proceeded
to an enemy submarine srea 10 South to 20 Worth, 1u8*to 1520 Esst, to conduct

datwaslge air, sound and surface submarine searches, augmented by Black Cat planes
et night from nearbdy Mnirau Island.

The escort carrier had alresdy proven itself inthe Atlantic., In this case,
in the Pacifie, it vroved to‘?\eperfectly suited to ent-submarine warfare. Flying
thirty to forty flights a dsy, often two torpedo plenes flying from 0200 until
dawn, the aircraft were able to keep the submerines submerged a large pvart of the
time and the destroyers and destroyer escorts gave them no rest underwater.

Alreedy versed in anti-submsrine warfare, ¥C FOURTETH conducted extensive
indoctrination sboard the FOGGATT BAY enroute to the opersting area snd werse
in condition for the stregub’us assignment., Torpedo plane pilots flew at least
one four~hour flight every day and occassionally flew two.

Initial submarine contacts were made on May 30 end May 31 by the destroyer
escorts screening the formation. Attacks were made scoring hits which caused
violent underwster explosiong, heavy oil slicks and much Jspanese debris.

On June 10 the U.S,S, TAYLOR (DD-LEE), upon investigating the report -fwem-
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0il slick and feather wake 15 miles on the starboard quarter of the formation
established contact with another enemy submarine and laid several depth charge
patterns. The submarine rose to the surface and was hit an estimated 10 times
by 5% and 4Omm gunfire from the TAYLOR, The submarine sank stern first with

the usual underwater explosions. :

Completing the assignment in the doldrums in late June, Pask Group 12.2 was
formed with command in the HOGGATT BAY, and proceeded to Tniwetok Atoll, Mare
shall Islsnds. During the period of July 5 to August 9 the Task Group conducted
enti~submarine warfare, using air, surfece and sound searches, in support of Sai-
pan, Tinian and Guam in the area 12 degrees 30 minutes to li degrees 30 minutes
Horth, 150 to 153 dezrees RBast.

In support of the Marisnas invasion, two Jepanese submarines were destroyed , -
by escorts of Task Group 12,2, The first was picked up by the HOGGATT BAY wims-
directed the destroyer escort to the contact, and the second was sighted vigually
by a HOGGATT BAY lookout.

Upon completion of the Marianas campsign the HOGGATT BAY and escorts formed
Task Group 30,7 with command in the HOGGATT BAY, and proceeded to Seemdler Harbor,
Manus, Admirelty Islands via Fniwetok and Kwsjalein Atolls, Marshall Islands.

t—em.;.{e}vou_suf

On September 1, Task Group 30.7 W with Task Porce %8 to furnish
a2ir, radar and sound submarine searches 50 miles in advance of the agssult a.n‘ '
invas :

ion forces enroute o the Palan Islands. &/’?e\% \

Early in October, while st3ill in support of the\Palsligiand Angaur invasion
forces, the Task Group was dispatched to a position 7 degrees hli minute North

133 degrees 36 minutes Fast to investigate & possible submarine contact made
earlier by a patrol plane.

After being directed to i1t by the HOGGATT BAY the destroyer escort made
contact and scored seversl direct hitsg. ' :

Still conducting snti-submerine warfare in suppert of the newly-won Palam
Islands and in support of striking groups on the Philippines, the HOGGATT BAY
and screen was ordered to-ﬁtﬁa‘aﬁ‘fi and report for duty with Commender Task
Group 30.3 in order to provide anti-submarine protection and sir coverage for
two cruisers the U,S5.S5. EOUSTON and U.S.S5. CANBERRA that hsd been hadly damagad
off Formosa and were proceeding to Ulithi Atoll, Carcline Islands, at three kmots.

Menaced by submarines, at least one attack was thwarted, a feat which brought
praise from Admiral Halsey. & '

Shipe that screened the HOGGATT BAY during these times in the seversl oper—
ating areas were the destroyers USS McCORD (DD-53Y4), HAZLTWOOD (ID-571), ERRRMANN
(DD-532), HOEL (DD-768), NICHOLAS (DD-449), O'BANNON (DD-U50), TAYIOR (DD-L6E),
HOPTWELL (DD-68l), RATFORD (DD-YJu6), JANKINS (DD-4l7), LAVALETTE (DD-4u&), FLEICHER
(DD-445), and destroyer escorts USS THGLAND (DB-635), SPANGLER (DE-696), RABY
(DE-698), GEORCE (DE-697), OSMUS (DE-70L), WYMAN (®2-3¢), REYNOLDS (DE-42),

LAKE (DE-301), DONOLDSON (DB-WYy), MILES (DE-183), STETLE (DE-g), BEBAS (DE-10),
end SEID (DE-256). -2
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AR, Beceuse of the urgency of the gperations and the resulting heswr flying

schedule the HOGGATT BAY and eccorts remained in port only léng enough to fuel
and replenish. During these ruesh vigits to port extensive engineering main-
tenance had to be done that weeks of steady overating had caused. Yet the planes
vere kept at top efficiency.

On October 29 the ship was ordered to return to the United States, but due
to circumstences concurrent with the initisl landings in the Philipvines, the
orders were cancelled and the month of November was spent with Carrier Division
29 furnishing air cover for ships in the vieinity of the Philippine Islands
which were supporting the Leyte end Samar boacheads.

In late December with Composite Squadron RIGETY RIGHT (TEMs and FMs),
commanded by Lieut. Comdr. ®. N, Webb, USH, aboard, the FOGGATT BAY and Corrier
Divisione 28 and 29 were engaged in rehearsal amphibious operations in Hoon Gulf,
New Guinea. Upon return to Manus, Captain Saunders wes relieved by Casptain J. A,
Briges, U. 5. Navy.

On December 27 the HOGGATT BAY, now in Task Group 77.Y4, set course for
the Lingayen Gulf landings on Iuzon, Philippine Islands. The force of Batile-
ships, cruiser, destroyers, and escort carriers, was divided into two groups,
the HOGGATT BAY with Carrier Division 29 in the forward group. Beginning on
January 3, 1945 when the formaztion was in range of aircraft from the Philippines
until the end of the operation end departurs from Philivpine waters about three
weeks later, the ship went to Genersl Quarters one hour before sunrise and
remained at genersl quarters until at least one hour after sunset.

The formation proceeded to the Manile ares via Surisgao Straits, Sulu,
Hindore, and South China Sess. Possibility of attack by surface ships and
the continuous enemy sir attacks enroute demanded s heavy @ombat Air Patrol
and Anti-Submarine Patrol schedule. Sixteen HOGGATT BAY fighters met the enemy
attackers on January Yth, thirty two on Jonuary 5th and twenty on January bth,
Twelve torpedo planes were used in anti-submarine patrols on January Lth.

At 1901 on January 3, as the last fighter plane landed for the night, un-
identified alrcraft were picked up which attacked the formstion of ships. A
low wing, single engine plane attempting a suicide dive, crashed into the see
100 yards esstern of HMAS SHRCPSHIRE, sbout 1000 yards from the ROGGATT BAY.

L SV &1

63 e v O —pPzt = ¥ =3 ]

The following day at 1712 the formation wes given air attack warning snd
several minutes later two enemy plenes made unsuccessful suicide dives sut of
low cloud cover, crashing astern of the U,S$.,5, CALIFORNIA and the U,S5.S, LUNGA
POINT respectively. At the same time fire was opened on a formation of Jap=.
anese plenes high on the starboard quarter; they turned, spparently discouraged
at the heavy volume of AA fire, and attacked the rear group. Bombs were dropped
on both formetions. The CMMANEY BAY (CVE-79) was set afire by a suicide plane
and later exploded and senk. :

During the entire next day enemy planes were reported spprosching from
North, South, and Fasst. The ven and rear groups were under attsck by suicide
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plenes and bombers several times throughout the day. Many of the attacking planes
were shot down, but the combination of ship's AA fire and CAP planes could not
prevent several of the Bhips from being hit and gustaining damege. In the van
force a suicide plane crashed into the U.S.S. LOUVISVILLE'S #2 turret. In the
rear formation the U,S5.S. MANILA BAY (CVE-61) and a destroyer were hift.

Late in the afternoon of the same day the mine sweeping force, located
shead of the stribing and carrier force, reported being attacked by two new
Japanese destroyers and requested air support. Planes from the HOGGATT BAY And
other carriers were guickiy loaded and despatched to attack the two destroyers.
The plenes found the U.S.S, BENNION (DD-662) holding off the attackers from.the
fragile minesweepers and proceeded to attack, in the face of heavy AA fire, with
500# bombs, torpedos, and 50 cal. ammunition., Many near hits were made and fires
were started on one destroyer. Both ships were left dead in the water as a
result of one torpedo hit, the near hits with BOO pounders, strafing, and damage
by shell fire from our destroyer.

Fighter pilot Ensign W. G, Maﬁce USKR of the HOGGATT BAY'S combat air patrol
splashed one Zeke during the day.

Upon arrival at Lingayen Gulf on Jamiary o, the battleships, cruisers, and
most of the destroyers entered the Gulf for beach bombardment. The carriers
screened by only a few destroyers, flew much needed cover from outside of Gulf.

While the battleships blasted the beaches, carrier planes bombed, rocketedﬁppd
strafedg supply buil@iings, ground installations, fuel gtorage tanks, barges,
ammunition dumps, railroad yards, communication linesdﬁﬁhigping4”§zore& a direct
hit on an enemy submarine in the gulf, destroyed five aircraft in the air and on
the ground.

_ tieut. (jg) C. L. Newburn, USNR was shot down during the heat of battls,
by friendly forces in the gulf after he had shot down an enemy Wick maeking a
suicide 4fve on one of our c¢ruisers. He was rescued by a friendly destroyer.

On the morning of January 13 the U.S.S. SATAMAUA (CVE-96) was hit on her
flight deck by a suicide plane whose boub detached itself upon impact, went
through the ship, pierced the skin below the water line and failed to detonate.
The HOGGATT BAY'S 5" gun opened fire on ancther enemy plane believed to be an
Oscer making a long diving run from astern. From the angle of approach it was
believed that this ship was the target, for it resembled the tactics the Japs
had successfully used against the U,S.S. MANILA BAY earlier. All four shois
fired at the plane appeared to burst on the target and after the fourth shot
the attacking plane rolled over and dove into the sea.

Cover flights for the ground forces that hed arrived in Lingayen Gulf on
January 9 continued regardless of the constantly disturbed South China Sea
that bounced the earrier arcund unmercifully putting the flight deck at odd

angles. It was indeed » test ond chellenge to the sbility of a every pilot
and landing signsel officer.

e
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On the afternocon of Janwary 15, a 100 1b. bomb from s battle-demszed BDGGATT
BAT torpedo bomber amccidentally exploded as the plane landed aboard. The pilot,
Squadron Commander, Lieut. Comdr. Webb, two aircrewmen, and eleven ship's company
Ccrevw members died ss a result of the blast. Fire broke out on the flight deck
and catwalks bui the flames were guickly extinguished by slert demege control
and repair parties. The flight deck was back in operation that afternoon.

Another torpedo bomber piloted by Ensign Carcl B. Minick, USNR, wae lost in
action bombing enemy jnstslilations.

On January 17, orders were received to return to Ulithi vie Surigao Straits
with further orders to San Diego, Californis, for overhsul, repair and glterations
to a flagship. From the time of commissienming until, return to Sen Diego the
ship crossed the ecquator about 6L times, not counting zig-zag, which is believed
%o be 2 record for U, 5. Navy ships. '

Ca vl ey During the Lingayen cempaign all carriers experienced an increase in
. i crashes due to the condition of the sea. However, the operation was

A .
of only one month's duration and aircraft engineering maintensnce sousds were
able to fulfill the schedule.

On April 6, 1945, the HOGGATT BAY, with Rear Admirsl E, M. Martin, U. S.
Hevy, Commander Carrier Division 23, aboard, got under way from Sen Diego and
proceeded to Pearl Herbor and Saipan where Composite Scuadron NINETY NINE come
mended by Lieut. Comdr. R, R. Startzell, USN, came aboard. Thence the ship pro-
ceeded to Okinawa, to join the Fifth Fleet in support of the invasion.

Anti-aircraft gunnery on sleeves towed by ship's planes was conducted almost

daily enroute to and from owerating sreas and while waiting to fuel; on entering

eand leaving port anti-aircraft gunnery was conducted with service squadron planes
tOWing. ey X EPPEN NS o taad PN EEPY e mpma—gel ko ’ LR,
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From-Mey & to June 24, 1945, the HOGGATT BAY furnished daily, sxcs~t fnr
several days set aside for fueling and replenishment when only local pabrols
were launched, zir cover for ships in the direct vicinity of Okinewa, Ske flew
in direct support of troops, flew observation and photographic bops, mafe supply
drops on advanced infantry patrols whose only availsble supply route was by
plene due to the seas of mud that prevailed. She conducted strikes and fighter
sweeps on installations and airfields on Okinswa snd surrounding islands =28 well
28 in the Sakishima Gunto area one hundred and twenty~five miles southwest.

Considerable damage was inflicted to enemy installetions and acquipment.
Fnemy airfield runways were bombed and souipment worked over with rockets amnd
machine gun fire. Troops were constantly strafed and subjected to rocket fire.
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When Carrier Division 22, whose normsl operating ares was the Sakishima
group, required relief for fueling and replenithment, the carrier group of which
the HOGGATT BAY was e part steamed into the ares to continue the relentless
bombing of operational airfields primarily on the islemds of Ighigaki and Miyako.

While in this area on 7 June 1945 two enemy sircreft were able to spproach
the formation, snd one crashed into the flight deck of the U.S.S. NATOMA BAY
(CVE-62) causing slight damage. The other was shot down attempting a suicide
dive on the U.S.5. SARGFHT BAY (CVE-33). Hits by the guns of the HOGGATT BAY!'S
port battery were observed as the plane crashed into the water about one hundred
yardg ahead of the Sargent Bay.

During the 47 days of continuous operation the ship entered a sheltered
anchorage only twice for food, stores and bombs, then only during deylight hours
each time. The sheltered anchorage, Kerama Retto, was in view of the constant
dawn and dusk Jap suicide attacks., To fuel, the ship was forced to retire slighily
south of Okinawa and fuel at sea with the possibility of enemy air attack. The
screening vessele were fueled from the carriers between flight operations, the
HOGGATT BAY fueling up to three in one morning of such exercises.

Dufing the period of forty-seven deys, Composite Squadron NINETY NINE flew
1327 sorties of all types of which 676 were combat missions. About fifty tons
of bombs were dropped on enemy airfields and installations and an sdditiocnal

ninety tons of bombs were releaged on enemy ground installptions other than those
on sirfields. '

One thousand thirty-seven (1037) five-inch high velocity aircraft rockets
were expended plus hundreds of thousands of rounds of .50 celiber smmunition.

The results of these expenditures included two enemy sircraft destroyed
in the air, two aircraft on the ground, eleven mortar and heavy gun positions,
seventeen anti-aircraft batteries, twenty-three buildings, thirty-nine caves
housing enemy troops and two trucks. Other items destroyed were smell boats,
0il and fuel dumps, supply dumps, troop shelters and one bridge.

In one day of operations, four "baby cerriers", the fifth flying only local
patrols, flew more than 300 combat sorties dropping &2 tons of bombs, fired 1400
rockets and expended thousands of rounds of . 50 caliber ammunition. :

In addition to the destruction wrought by Composite Souadron NINETY NINE'S
torpedo planes on enemy instellations, Lieut. M. D. Burchfield, USHR, and ILieut.
(jg) R. E. Rouillaerd, USHR, each sccounted for & Jap plame, Iieut. Burchfield
and his division ran head-on into an Oscar near Kuma Shima heving been direcied

to 1t by an anti-submarine patrol plane being seriously heckled. ILieut. (jz)
Foulllard braved heavy friendly AA fire to knock off =a Jap plane making a suicide
dive on a picket ship. S

One FM-2 on June 22 while returning from Miyoko Shima was forced to meke

a water landing near the formation as a result of damage mustained from enemy
AA fire, ' -

b
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In all operations, but especially at Lingeyen Gulf and et Okinewa, under-
vay fueling of destroyers and fueling and gassing from a tanker were the order
of the day and it was developed to a high degree of efficiency. Hxperiments

were also made in rearming underway and necessary gear for the operation cone
structed. '

It wes the policy of this ship that no planes would be loaded with bombs

on the hangar deck. All planes were loaded topside and the loading scheduled
arranged to be completed only s few minutes before launching time to prevent
serious explosions and fires onboard in case of Kemmikaze attack. Bombs taken
from the magazine for the next flight would be kept in the skids on the flight
deck until the previous flight landed. This process entailed extra handling of
bombs and rockets but its safety factor proved its worth. In case of Kamikaze
attack the bombs could have easily been jettisoned from the flight deck. ~With—

In the exhsusting Okinaws campaign there were only thirteen instances in
which there were.no planes available to talke the place of a plane scheduled
for a flight and subsequently downed, There were 485 PMs and 284 TBHs, a total
of 799 planes, down on the heangar deck for new parts, sdjustments or checks of
new parts. A small engineering unit was maintained topside to make minor repairs
or adjustments that might prevent the plane from tsking off on schedule.

The Okinaws cempsign wes followed by a rest at Leyte, During this period
the HOGGATT BAY put to sea several days for refresher carrier landings, inter—
cept training, strafing and rocket firing practice, and antl-aircraft gunnery.

On July 26, orders wers received to proceed to Adsk, Aleutiun Islands, viae
Ulitki and ®niwetok to join the 4th fleet. The operation for which the HOGGATT
BAY was scheduled was cancelled due to the receipt of the Jepanese surrender.
'The announcement of the Japanese surrender found the HOGGATT BAY in the center
of the broadest expanse of weter in the world, in the center of the vast Pacifie
Ccezn, balfwasy between Welce Island and Adak, Aleskas. Thig undoubtedly gave the
ship the distinction of being one of the farthest ships from "no-where" in the
Nevy at the time of the world~resounding news. The acceptance of surrender and
occupation of Northern Eonshu and Hoklkaido by Commander North Pacific Fleet was
quickly substituted for the prospective ‘invesion., The HOGGATT BAY, as carrier
flagship, flew air cover for the naval force that entered Mutsu Wan and for the
ceremony that was held in the Harbor of the Ominato Nsval Base.

Plenes from this vessel located several prisoner-of-war camps, while in the
area, and participated in supply drops censisting of food, newspspers, magazines
and medica) supplies to the prisoners. They slsozhad the pleasure of evacuating
Lieut. Col. Devereux, Harine Defense Commander of Weke Island at the time of it's
capture by the Japanese. On September 1Y, Captain F. N. Kivette, U. S. Navy,
relieved Ceptain Briges of command.
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DECLASSIFIED

Upon departure of Commender North Pacific Fleet from Japanese waters, the
FOGGATT BAY was reass:.gned to the Fifth Flset in order to cover the KIGHTH
Army lending at Aomori, on Northern Honshu, Upon completion of the occupation,

the ship proceeded to Tokyo Bay 1mmed.1ately prlor to 1ts transfer to transport
d.uty
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REFERENCE SOURCES:

NAME AND DESIGNATICN -

§
USS HOGGART BaY

7

PERIOD OF SERVICE

1944 -

50 NAMED

STATISTICAL DATA

TYPE: BUILDER
CLASE

LAUNCHED:
MAIN ARMAMENT SPONSOR
LENGTH: NAMED FOR:
BEAM: ACQUIRED:
DRAFT: 15T COMMISSIONED: 1l Jensury 1944
DISPLACEMENT: IST COMMARDING OFFICER:
SPEED: CHANGES TH STATUS .

Originally MC 1112, chngd to AVG;

COMPLEMENT

FINAL DiSPOSITION

HISTOR{CAL INF@R?ATION

to ACV on 20 Aug. 1942; to CVE on 15 July
1943; in reserve, ofc, Boston, MAss,

Che.to CVHE 12 June 1955
12 AKV—?;’ 5 'm.ngsesq

COMBAT GR OTHER OPERATIONS:

SH1P HISTORICAL IDENTEFICATION CARD OPMAV FORM-5070.10 (9-54)

4-150838



